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Post Conference Summary 

“The NAPs on UNSCR1325 and the impact of armed conflicts on children" 

Organized by the Universities Network for Children in Armed Conflict and  

the Institute of Political Studies “S. Pio V” 

A project supported by the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation 

24 July 2023- 9.00 am – 5.30 pm at the Hotel Taj Samudra, Colombo. 

 

The conference was organized within the framework of the project “The National Action Plans on UNSCR1325 

and the impact of armed conflicts on children: a study and analysis of the International Universities Network”, 

carried out by the Universities Network for Children in Armed Conflict in collaboration with the Institute of 

Political Studies “S. Pio V” and supported by the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation. 

 

The Conference 

Armed conflict subjects children to widespread systematic violations of their human rights with physical, mental, 

emotional and material repercussions.  

Amongst the participants, we are pleased to note that we had Her Ladyship, Justice Khema Swaranadhipathi as 

a speaker. She was instrumental in developing the special Children’s Court in Sri Lanka. She has also pledged her 

support for future endeavors. Also present were members from UNICEF, Kindernothilfe, World Vision, Emerge 

Lanka Foundation, Sisters in Law and the Association for War Affected Widows.  

We also had the pleasure of having Mr. Jeevan Thiagarajah as a speaker. Mr. Thiagarajah has extensive experience 

working during the conflict to protect vulnerable communities. He was also the Governor of the Northern 

Province therefore; we were able to gain very important insight into the national perspective on the subject.  

This conference provided the opportunity to build a comparative analysis of NAP’s of selected Asian countries 

vis a vis the IV Italian Action Plan in accordance with Resolution 1325. From the countries selected for the study, 

it was only Sri Lanka that had a current and published NAP to compare with the Italian NAP.  

The objective of this conference was to create a narrative and collate ideas on how Resolution 1325 can impact 

and support the global movement to reduce the direct and indirect impacts of armed conflict on children. There 

was interesting discussion in each work group and very strong common discussion points came through.  

A significant point to note was the question as to why UNSCR 1325 needs to expand its purview to children as 

there are resolutions specifically for children. The other was from an operational perspective; participants who 

work closely with extremely marginalized communities (post war), made a very noteworthy statement where 

they expressed their concern as to how far the NAP will filter down to these communities that need the 

protection and the empowerment of Resolution 1325 and the WPS Agenda the most. In reality, the 

operationalizing of resolutions does not seem to reach the communities most affected by war. It is also important 

to note that Sri Lanka is a Post War nation and, in many aspects, has not transited to a Post-Conflict nation as 

yet.  

There was strong consensus and opinion amongst all participants across multiple sectors about the value add of 

NAPs and other high-level documents when there is a significant gap between NAPs per se and the 

operationalizing of the plan through policy and ground level implementation. The other strong question was 

based on accountability and how the international community can be more proactive about ensuring 
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accountability is realized. There was a heavy sense of doubt and the comments centered around a thematic idea 

of, ‘why/how would it be different this time’.    

The key takeaways from this conference were the links that were forged between multiple groups and 

organisations that work on the ground with the Universities Network and amongst themselves. All the 

participants are keen to further their involvement with the Universities Network on future projects.  

The key outcomes from this conference will be reflected in the comprehensive report that the regional team is 

compiling.  

Media Coverage 

 

UNIVERSITIES NETWORK Print Coverage    

     

DATE PUBLICATION SECTION PAGE HEADLINE 

30.07.2023 Sunday Ceylon Today Echo 7 Understanding Impacts of Armed Conflict of Children 

31.07.2023 Hesh (Celeste) Instagram Stories   
The National Action Plan on UNSCR1325 and the 
Impact of armed conflicts on Children 

01.08.2023 Daily Island Financial Review 8 
The National Action Plan on UNSCR1325 and the  
impact of armed conflicts on children 

 

Online Coverage UNIVERSITIES NETWORK  

    

DATE PUBLICATION SECTION HEADLINE 

27.07.2023 Ada Derana Biz Online The National Action Plan on UNSCR1325 and the Impact of armed conflicts on Children  

27.07.2023 Lanka Business News Online The National Action Plan on UNSCR1325 and the Impact of armed conflicts on Children  

27.07.2023 Eye View Online The National Action Plan on UNSCR1325 and the Impact of armed conflicts on Children  

27.07.2023 LMD Online The National Action Plan on UNSCR1325 and the impact of armed conflicts on children  

01.08.2023 Daily Island Online The National Action Plan on UNSCR1325 and the Impact of armed conflicts on Children 

 

http://bizenglish.adaderana.lk/the-national-action-plan-on-unscr1325-and-the-impact-of-armed-conflicts-on-children/
https://www.lankabusinessnews.com/the-national-action-plan-on-unscr1325-and-the-impact-of-armed-conflicts-on-children/
https://eyeviewsl.com/the-national-action-plan-on-unscr1325-and-the-impact-of-armed-conflicts-on-children/
https://lmd.lk/the-universities-network/
https://island.lk/the-national-action-plan-on-unscr1325-and-the-impact-of-armed-conflicts-on-children/
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